and whether they are such as, according to the known
constitution of things, can be satisfied.

The evidences of Eevelation are commonly dis-
tinguished as external or internal. External evi-
dences are the testimony of the senses or of witnesses.
By the internal evidences are meant the indications
which the Eevelation itself is thought to furnish of
its divine origin; indications supposed to consist
chiefly in the excellence of its precepts, and its
general suitability to the circumstances and needs of
human nature.

The consideration of these internal evidences is
very important, but their importance is principally
negative ; they may be conclusive grounds for re-
jecting a Eevelation, but cannot of themselves warrant
the acceptance of it as divine. If the moral character
of the doctrines of an alleged Eevelation is bad and
perverting, we ought to reject it from whomsoever it
comes; for it cannot come from a good and wise
Being. But the excellence of their morality can
never entitle us -^to ascribe to them a supernatural
origin: for we cannot have conclusive reason for
believing that the human faculties were incompetent
to find out moral doctrines of which the human facul-
ties can perceive and recognize the excellence. A
Eevelation, therefore, cannot be proved divine unless
by external evidence; that is, by the exhibition of
supernatural facts. And we have to consider, whether